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The Mystery of the Hanging Garden of Babylon: An Elu-
sive World Wonder Traced
by Stephanie Dalley

The Mystery of the Hanging Garden of Babylon is an exciting story of detection 
involving legends, expert decipherment of ancient texts, and a vivid description of a 
little-known civilization. Recognized in ancient times as one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World, the legendary Hanging Garden of Babylon and its location have long 
been steeped in mystery and puzzling myths.

In this remarkable volume Stephanie Dalley, a world expert on ancient Babylonian 
language, exposes new evidence and clarifies all the known material about this 
enigmatic World Wonder. Placing the Garden within a tradition of royal patronage, 
Dalley describes how the decipherment of an original text and its link to sculpture 
in the British Museum has enabled her to pin down where and by which king the 
Garden was laid out, and to describe in detail what it looked like. Through this dramatic and fascinating 
reconstruction of the Garden, Dalley also follows its influence on later garden design.

Unscrambling layer by layer the many stories that have built up around the Garden, including the parts 
played by Semiramis and Nebuchadnezzar, Dalley shows why this Garden deserves its place alongside the 
Pyramids and the Colossus of Rhodes as one of the most astonishing technical achievements of the ancient 
world.

Publisher’s Description

Q&A with PBS  
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/the-lost-gardens-of-babylon-qa-with-dr-steph-
anie-dalley-tv-host-author-of-lost-gardens-of-babylon/1172/

PBS’ Secrets of the Dead with Stephanie Dalley: 
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/the-lost-gardens-of-babylon-about-
this-episode/1165/
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Possible Discussion Questions

1.	 How do you think the decision to withhold the ultimate destination affected the expedi-
tion? Would knowing have made a difference? 

2.	 Something about losing the equipment and the effect it had on the expedition

3.	 What surprised you most about the expedition?

4.	 What was particularly memorable? The biggest takeaway that you didn’t know before?

5.	 What did you learn about the time period in which the book is set that you did not previ-
ously know?

6.	 If you got the chance to ask the author of this book one question, what would it be?

7.	 What did you like best about this book?

8.	 What did you like least about this book?

9.	 What questions do you still have?




