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The First Black Archaeologist reveals the untold story of a pioneering African American clas-
sical scholar, teacher, community leader, and missionary. Born into slavery in rural Georgia,
John Wesley Gilbert (1863-1923) gained national prominence in the early 1900s, but his
accomplishments are little known today. Using evidence from archives across the U.S. and
Europe, from contemporary publications, and from newly discovered documents, this book
chronicles, for the first time, Gilbert’s remarkable journey. As we follow Gilbert from the
segregated public schools of Augusta, Georgia, to the lecture halls of Brown University, to his
hiring as the first black faculty member of Augusta’s Paine Institute, and through his travels
in Greece, western Europe, and the Belgian Congo, we learn about the development of African
American intellectual and religious culture, and about the enormous achievements of an entire \ LIFE oF John Wesley Gilbert
generation of black students and educators.

Readers interested in the early development of American archaeology in Greece will find an entirely new perspective here, as Gilbert
was one of the first Americans of any race to do archacological work in Greece. Those interested in African American history and

culture will gain an invaluable new perspective on a leading yet hidden figure of the late 1800s and early 1900s, whose life and work
touched many different aspects of the African American experience. Publisher's Description

Author Biography
Professor John W. 1. Lee is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He grew up in Southeast Asia
and Hawaii. After studying history at the University of Washington, he earned his Ph.D. in History from Cornell University. Professor
Lee’s research specialty is the history of warfare in the ancient world. He has published on ancient mercenary soldiers, Greek and Persian
armies, women in ancient war, the origins of military autobiography, and urban combat in antiquity. He is the author of A Greek Armuy on
the March: Soldiers and Survival in Xenophon’s Anabasis, published by Cambridge University Press. Professor Lee has won a UC Santa Barbara
Academic Senate Distinguished Teaching Award for 2003-2004 and the University’s Harold J. Plous Award for 2005-2006, which is
given to the outstanding Assistant Professor for performance and promise as measured by creative action and contribution to the intel-
lectual life of the college community. Professor Lee has conducted field research and has led travel-study groups in Greece and Turkey.
He is currently director of the Ancient Mediterranean Studies program at UC Santa Barbara and co-organizer
of the University of California Multi-Campus Research Group on Ancient Borderlands.
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Author Talk
Dr. Lee recorded a talk for the AIA Los Angeles society.

hteps://youtube/nydCOAnAsXw

Author Interview with World History Encyclopedia:

https://www.yo be.com/watch?v=- HzpaXog&t=
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