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Archaeology from Space: How the Future Shapes Our Past
by Sarah Parcak

National Geographic Explorer and TED Prize-winner Dr. Sarah Parcak gives readers a 
personal tour of the evolution, major discoveries, and future potential of the young field of 
satellite archaeology. From surprise advancements after the declassification of spy photog-
raphy, to a new map of the mythical Egyptian city of Tanis, she shares her field’s biggest 
discoveries, revealing why space archaeology is not only exciting, but urgently essential to 
the preservation of the world’s ancient treasures.

Parcak has worked in twelve countries and four continents, using multispectral and 
high-resolution satellite imagery to identify thousands of previously unknown settlements, 
roads, fortresses, palaces, tombs, and even potential pyramids. From there, her stories take 
us back in time and across borders, into the day-to-day lives of ancient humans whose 
traits and genes we share. And she shows us that if we heed the lessons of the past, we can 
shape a vibrant future.                                                                           Publisher’s Description 
                                                                                                             

Biography & Publications
Professor Parcak is a National Geographic Society Archaeology Fellow, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, and a 2013 TED Senior 
Fellow. Sarah serves as the founding director of the Laboratory for Global Observation at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.

https://www.uab.edu/cas/anthropology/people/faculty-directory/122-sara-h-parcak

Sarah Parcak’s Ted Talk
https://www.ted.com/speakers/sarah_parcak   

GlobalXplorer
https://medium.com/@globalxplorer

Smithsonian Magazine:  
Space Archaeologist Sarah Parcak Uses Satellites to Uncover Ancient Egyptian Ruins
The Indiana Jones of low Earth orbit harnesses 21st-century technology to uncover long-buried treasures

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/space-archaeologist-sarah-parcak-winner-smithsonians-history-ingenui-
ty-award-180961120  

National Geographic:
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/space-archaeology/

Winner of the Phi Beta Kappa Prize for Science • An Amazon Best Science Book of 2019 • A Science Friday Best Science Book of 2019 •  
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